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stern repression advocated by the French and our own easy-
going tolerance; we did not march to Berlin, but we per-
mitted the settlement of the Ruhr with Moroccan troops, and
later we allowed Germany to enter the League, but we
humiliated her representatives. The result was lie fall of the
Weimar Republic and the advent of Hitler. France's out-
look, understandable after the loss and destruction that she
has suffered from her neighbour, has always been that
Germany must ultimately be beaten to her knees, broken up
into small states, her territory possibly mandated, and the
will of the Allies enforced by a colossal army of occupation.

My view is that, once crushed, Germany must be rein-
stated, and that French policy might only breed a new Hitler,
a prophet calling on a suppressed people to unite in throwing
off the foreign yoke. Perhaps it will be possible, as Mr. Cham-
berlain has suggested, to bring the neutrals into the peace
discussions, so that the onus of dictating terms does not fall on
France and England alone. It is true that some neutrals have
kept out, leaving the others to fight the cause of democracy
which is as much theirs as ours, and that having avoided the
brunt of conflict they cannot claim any right to interfere in
the settlement. Nevertheless their detached collaboration
would be of immense value and indeed essential if federation
on any extensive scale were envisaged. The Archbishop of
York has made the valuable suggestion that the permanent
settlement, to be reached through allied and neutral con-
ference, should be postponed until passions have cooled*
This, as he has himself says, goes little beyond the statements
of Mr Chamberlain and Lord Halifax and should therefore
be acceptable to the British Government at any rate. It
would calm public opinion here and in neutral countries and
also would give confidence to our own youth.

Many solutions have been put forward for the stabiliza-
tion of Europe, such as the revival of a great Central Euro-
pean Catholic bloc on the lines of the Christian Holy Roman
Empire that replaced the secular domination of Rome. Such
a combination of spiritual and temporal forces might be
a strong bastion against Prussianism tainted by Bolshevism.
Let us explore every avenue with an open mind, realizing the